120 GREAT EDUCATORS OF THREE CENTURIES

The Philan-
thropinunx
was soon
dosed, but
similar insti-
tutions
sprang up
throughout
Germany,
and many
new educa-
tional ideas
arose.

Although it may not have served well for older pupils, it
was certainly excellent in its stimulus to children under
ten or twelve, who too often are naturally averse to books,
and can be captured only by such appeals to the senses
and to nature.
Basedow proved temperamentally unfit to direct the
institution. He soon left, and began to teach privately
in Dessau and write educational works along the lines
he had started. Campe, who first superseded him, with-
drew within the year to found a similar school at Ham-
burg. Institutions of the same type sprang up elsewhere,
and some of them had a large influence upon education.
In 1793 the Philanthropinum at Dessau was closed per-
manently, and its teachers were scattered through Ger-
many. Such followers as Wolke, Campe, and Salzmann
carried on the Philanthropinic movement with great
vigor. On account of its popularity it was adopted by
a large number of others, who unfortunately were often
mountebanks. They prostituted the system to their
own ends, and the profession of teaching was often
degraded by them into a mere trade. Nevertheless, the
Philanthropinum seems not to have been without good
results, especially when we consider the educational con-
ditions and the pedagogy of the times. It introduced
many new ideas into all parts of Germany and Switzer-
land, and these were carefully worked out by such re-
formers as Pestalozzi, Froebel, and Herbart. Hence,